


LIST OF TABLES AND APPENDICES ... 4

ABBREVIATIONS ...ttt e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e eeeens 5
INTRODUCGTION. ...ttt e e et e e e ettt e e e e e e e e st e e et e e e e e e e e enneees 7
SCHEME OVERVIEW ...ttt e e e e e e e e 7
MATTERS OF INTEREST TO NORTH SOMERSET LPA IN THE DCO SCHEME. ................... 8
OVERVIEW OF ENGAGEMENT ..ottt eeeees 8
RELEVANT REPRESENTATIONS ... .ttt 12
LOCATION-SPECIFIC AND PROJECT-WIDE ISSUES ... 15
CULTURAL HERITAGE ...ttt ettt ettt et et e e e et e e eeeeeeeeeeees 22
ECOLOGICAL MITIGATION ...ttt ettt e e e e e e e e 24
STATION ACCESS AND HIGHWAY WORKS. ... ..o 39
DRAINAGE ...ttt a e 42
PORTISHEAD STATION L.ttt eeeees 44
DRAFT DCO — REQUIREMENTS AND LPA APPROVALS.........ccccieeeeee e 53
CONCLUSIONS AND SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES .......ooiiiiiiiiiiiiieeecee e 71



1.1

1.2

LIST OF TABLES AND APPENDICES
List Of Tables

Table 7.1: Relevant Representations and Applicant responses
Table 8.1: Location-specific issues

Table 8.2: Project-wide issues

Table 9.1: Cultural heritage issues

Table 10.1: Ecological mitigation issues

Table 11.1: Station access and highway works issues

Table 12.1: Drainage issues

Table 13.1: Portishead Station issues

Table 14.1: DCO Requirements

Appendices

Appendices 1-4:

The Applicant's drafting notes:

(@) Detail design submissions under Requirement 4 (Appendix 1);
(b) "tailpiece" wording in requirements (Appendix 2);

(c) Processes for approval, including deemed approval of details submitted under

requirements (Appendix 3); and
(d) commencement and preparatory activities (Appendix 4).

Appendix 5 - North Somerset Council as Local Planning Authority's comments on
Applicant's responses to proposed changes to requirements in Schedule 2 of the dDCO
as suggested in ExA’s recommended amendments to the Applicant’s draft DCO submitted
at Deadline (D)6 [REP6-008]



ABBREVIATIONS

2008 Act Planning Act 2008
AGVMP Avon Gorge Vegetation Management Plan
Applicant North Somerset District Council

CEMP Construction Environmental Management Plan ( Doc 8.14, Examination Library
ref REP 6-140)

dDCO draft Development Consent Order (Doc 3.1 Examination Library ref REP 6 —
008)

EA Environment Agency

ES Environmental Statement

GCN Great Crested Newt

LLFA Lead Local Flood Authority

NE Natural England

NPPF National Planning Policy Framework

NRIL Network Rail Infrastructure Limited

NSIP Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project

PINS Planning Inspectorate

SAC Special Area of Conservation

SoCG Statement of Common Ground

SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest

WECA West of England Combined Authority

In the text, "DCO Document Reference" refers to the DCO document reference number as
shown on the documents on the Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) project page on

the PINS website: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.qov.uk/projects/south-

west/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1/?ipcsection=docs.

In cases where a document appears twice and there are two DCO Document Reference
numbers, (for example, the AGVMP which appears twice as standalone DCO Document
Reference number 8.12 and as ES Appendix 9.11, DCO Document Reference 6.25), we have

used the DCO Document Reference number for the standalone document.

References to the dDCO (including requirement numbers) are references to the draft
submitted at Deadline 6: REP6 — 008 of the Examination library documents. The ExA's
proposed changes to the dDCO Schedule 2 (Requirements), issued on 29 March 2021, are
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discussed at Appendix 5, together with the parties comments on the proposed changes to

requirements, and new proposed requirements.
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4.2

4.3

4.4

INTRODUCTION

This Statement of Common Ground ("SoCG") has been prepared by North Somerset Council
("the Applicant"), and North Somerset District Council in its capacity as Local Planning
Authority ("the LPA") to set out the areas of agreement and disagreement between the parties
in relation to the Development Consent Order ("dDCQO") application for the Portishead Branch

Line (MetroWest Phase 1) ("the DCO Scheme") based on consultation to date.

This SoCG comprises an agreement log which has been structured to reflect topics of interest
to the LPA in relation to the application for the DCO Scheme. Topic specific matters agreed
and not agreed between the LPA and the Applicant are included.

SCHEME OVERVIEW

The Applicant has applied to the Planning Inspectorate ("PINS") for a development consent
order to construct the Portishead Branch Line under the Planning Act 2008 ("Application").
The Application was made on 15 November 2019 under reference TR040011 and was

accepted for examination on 12 December 2019.

The DCO Scheme will provide an hourly (or hourly plus) railway service between Portishead
and Bristol Temple Meads Railway Station, with stops at Portishead, Pill, Parson Street and

Bedminster.

The DCO Scheme comprises the Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project ("NSIP") as
defined by the Planning Act 2008 ("the 2008 Act") to construct a new railway 5.4 km long
between Portishead and the village of Pill, and associated works including a new station and
car park at Portishead, a refurbished station and new car park at Pill and various works along
the existing operational railway line between Pill and Ashton Junction where the DCO Scheme
will join the existing railway. Ashton Junction is located close to the railway junction with the

Bristol to Exeter Mainline at Parson Street.!

The Application has been accompanied by an Environmental Statement ("ES") because the
DCO Scheme is classified as EIA development in the EIA Regulations 2017 (2).

" Please refer to Schedule 1 of the DCO (Application Document 3.1 as updated for Deadline 6: REP6-008) for more

detail.

2 The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017
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5.1

5.2

5.3

6.1

6.2

MATTERS OF INTEREST TO NORTH SOMERSET LPA IN THE DCO SCHEME

As North Somerset Council is the Local Planning Authority for the area in which part of the
DCO Scheme lies — the remainder being within the administrative area of Bristol City Council —
the LPA has a particular interest in the DCO Requirements. Applications to discharge a
number of the Requirements will be made to the LPA, and therefore a key area for agreement
is the process by which those applications are made by the Applicant and dealt with by the
LPA.

As North Somerset Council is a unitary authority, it is also the Local Highway Authority. It
therefore has a particular interest in the impact of construction and the operational phase upon
the highway network, specifically stations and work compounds. North Somerset Council is
also the Lead Local Flood Authority and therefore flood risk and drainage are key issues.
Ecology is another key area of interest, given the location of the scheme in close proximity to

key ecological sites.

A summary of key issues is provided in the conclusions and summary of key issues section of
this SOCG — Section 15.

OVERVIEW OF ENGAGEMENT

Introduction

6.1.1 This section briefly summarises the consultation between the Applicant and LPA. For
further information on the consultation process please refer to the Consultation Report

(Doc 5.1, Examination Library reference APP-058).

Pre-application
6.2.1  The Applicant (together with NRIL) engaged with the LPA on the DCO Scheme during

the pre-application process, both in terms of informal non-statutory engagement and

formal consultation carried out pursuant to Section 42 of the 2008 Act.

6.2.2 The Applicant has had regular and constructive engagement with the LPA throughout

the pre-application process on both a formal and an informal basis.

6.2.3 The formal consultation was carried out in three main stages:



6.3

6.4

6.2.4

(a) "Stage 1 Consultation", from 22 June 2015 to 3 August 2015 (pursuant to Section
47 only);

(b) "Stage 2 Consultation", from 23 October 2017 to 4 December 2017; and

(c) "Additional Stage 2 Consultation" at several different points following Stage 2

Consultation.

A full account of the Applicant's pre-application engagement with the LPA is contained
in the Consultation Report (APP-058).

Post-application

6.3.1

6.3.2

6.3.3

Following the submission of the Application on 15 November 2019, the Applicant has
continued to engage with the LPA and progressed the substantive matters that are

recorded in this document.

The LPA's Relevant Representation is set out in section 7 of this SoCG alongside the

Applicant's response.

Meetings between the Applicant and LPA have continued post submission with

discussion focused on settling the content of this comprehensive SOCG.

Overview of key issues raised in Relevant Representation and at Section 42 consultation

6.4.1

6.4.2

When formally consulted during the Section 42 consultation, the LPA raised the

following key issues:

(a) Concerns about the Portishead Station building, car park design and the

surrounding environment;
(b) Requests for further information/ clarification/ mitigations regarding ecology; and
(c) General requests for further information.

Outside of the formal consultation process the LPA raised the following key issues:

(a) Requested 14 days' notice before the end of the 8 week approval period prior to
deemed consent of Requirements (as set out in Schedule 2 of the dDCO taking

effect;

(b) Requested further detail on how the larger car park access at the junction with

Harbour Road and Papermill Gardens will operate. The proposed operation of
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6.4.3

6.4.4

(c)

(d)

(f)
(9)

this junction will be tested to demonstrate that it will operate satisfactorily at the

detailed design stage;

Requests for further details around the Pill Station design, raised safety concerns
about pedestrian and vehicle movements around Pill Station Car Park on
Monmouth Road. This will be dealt with at the detailed design stage;

Raised various comments on the Surface Water Drainage Strategy for Portishead
and Pill Stations, haul roads and compounds and suggested DCO Requirements

around drainage;
Raised queries about noise mitigation;
Concerns raised and request for further ecology mitigation;

Requested an archaeological "watching brief" at compound sites and for the

recording of historic railway assets along the railway; and

Stated that the impacts of new structures cannot rely solely on landscaping to
make them appropriate — they need to meet LPA planning policies, be
proportionate, and not have unacceptable adverse impacts on the living

conditions of neighbours and other land uses.

In addition the LPA requested a number of clarifications regarding the operation of

requirements contained in Schedule 2 of the dDCO (Doc 3.1). The Applicant's drafting

notes are provided at Appendices 1- 4 to this SOCG. They deal with:

(a) Detail design submissions under Requirement 4;

(b) "tailpiece" wording in requirements;

(c) Processes for approval, including deemed approval of details submitted under

requirements; and

(d) commencement and preparatory activities

In its Relevant Representation (RR -002), following publication of the acceptance of
the Application pursuant to Section 56 of the 2008 Act, the LPA highlighted the

following:
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(a) The LPA has an adopted development plan framework for the area and is also in
the process of preparing a new Local Plan for the period up to 2038, and
therefore has a clear understanding of committed and proposed development in

its area and how these developments will relate to the DCO Scheme;

(b) The LPA's remit is informed by the wider responsibilities of North Somerset
Council including in the areas of highways and transport, flooding, public health,
education and social care, crime prevention and emergency management, and
waste management. The LPA works closely with the WECA authority and its
constituent members, government agencies and emergency services. Therefore
the LPA will continue to take an interest and seek engagement in relation to a
broad range of issues and the interaction of the DCO Scheme proposals during

the construction and operational phases.

(c) The LPA is conscious that a large part of the DCO Scheme passes through
Green Belt, and there will be location-specific considerations for example where
the stations are proposed, where there will be road realignment, and in the Avon

Gorge.

(d) The process for discharge of DCO Requirements and other procedural matters

are a significant focus for the LPA.

6.4.5 The following sections provide detail on the matters raised by the LPA during the
course of the DCO Scheme consultation, the actions taken by the Applicant and NRIL

in response, and whether the matter is agreed or any matters remain to be agreed.
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14. DRAFT DCO - REQUIREMENTS AND LPA APPROVALS

14.1 Approach to discharge of requirements

14.1.1

14.1.2

14.1.3

14.1.4

14.1.5

Requirement 38 of the dDCO (REP6 - 008) sets out a non-standard process for
deemed discharge of Requirements, which has been drafted in consultation with the
LPA and in recognition of the particular challenges of project cost control when
working in an environment where there are operating trains already and where timing
and duration of works is critical. In summary, Requirement 38 provides that if the
relevant planning authority has not indicated its decision within eight weeks of
submission of a validated application to discharge a Requirement then, as long as the
detail is within the parameters of the ES, the Requirement is deemed to have been
discharged. A drafting note on the process and the need for a deeming mechanism is
proved at Appendix 3.

As a precaution to avoid decisions being made through deeming rather than a positive
consideration the LPA asked for the provisions of Sub-paragraph (4) to also be
included. Sub-paragraph (4) provides a 'final reminder' before the deeming provisions
are triggered, requiring the Applicant to give 14 days' notice that the date for
determination is approaching (i.e. 14 days before the end of the 8 week determination
period), before it can rely on the deeming provisions. This process has been agreed

by the Applicant and the Relevant Planning Authority.

Sub-paragraph (4) also states that if the details go outside of the ES then the

application is deemed to be refused.

The suggested drafting in PINS Advice Note 15 in respect of fees is not included in the
draft Order. The LPA has signed a Planning Performance Agreement with the
Applicant to set out a suitable process for consultation and submission of applications
to discharge Requirements and provide the necessary resource to meet the demands
of this process, which is expected to be time intensive, cannot be met within existing

staffing levels and in some instances may require engagement of external expertise.

The deeming provisions in Requirement 38 were further amended prior to submission
of the dDCO, and without further consultation with the LPA, to reflect the relevant
PINS Advice Note 15 which was issued after the approach had been substantially
approved by the LPA. Nevertheless, following subsequent review of Requirement 38

in full the process has been agreed with the LPA.



14.1.6 The Explanatory Memorandum (DCO Document Reference 3) provides further detail
on the rationale for the non-standard wording for discharge of Requirements. A further

explanatory note is appended to this SoCG at Appendix 3.

14.2 LPA approvals

14.2.1 The Requirements include details of matters which shall be subject to the approval of
the LPA as a prerequisite for their discharge. In some cases, it has been agreed with
the LPA that there is additional benefit in building flexibility into the Requirements. For
example, Requirement 3 sets out the proposed stages of authorised development
within each local planning authority area, though with 'tail piece' wording allowing the
Applicant to apply for (and the LPA to approve) "such other stages of the Works that
are agreed in writing with the relevant planning authority". A note on the use of
tailpiece wording is provided at Appendix 2.

14.2.2 The Applicant and Local Planning Authority are now in agreement on the content and

wording of the Requirements.

14.3 Requirements

14.3.1 The following table sets out the Requirements in the dDCO where the subsequent
approval of the LPA will be required, and the process whereby the Applicant may

apply for such approvals.
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THE PORTISHEAD BRANCH LINE (METROWEST PHASE 1) ORDER
Requirements — Provisions for Deemed Discharge

Note to relevant Local Planning Authorities

Drafting Note: explanation for inclusion of Deeming Provisions relating to discharge of

1.1

1.2

2.1

2.2

2.3

24

3.1

3.2

requirements

INTRODUCTION

This note is provided to the two host local planning authorities (North Somerset Council and
Bristol City Council) to further clarify why North Somerset Council (Applicant) has included a
process for deeming the approval for requirements that are being discharged in accordance with
Schedule 2 of the draft Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) Development Consent
Order (the draft DCO).

This note is provided following discussions on the Statement of Common Ground between,
principally, Bristol City Council and the Applicant. It is intended that this note, or a revised version
of it, be included as an Appendix to the Statement of Common Ground submitted to the
examination.

WHY HAVE DEEMING PROVISIONS BEEN INCLUDED?

Practice varies in DCO drafting as to whether or not a mechanism for deemed consent by relevant
planning authorities is included for requirements following applications for discharge post
development consent.

There is some precedent for the inclusion of deeming provisions, albeit in a different context, for
recently made Orders determined by the Secretary of State for Transport.

Whilst not all SoST determined Orders include deeming processes for requirements, several
Orders made following application by Highways England do include a process for deeming. See
for instance requirement 17 contained in Schedule 2 Part 2 of the M20 Junction 10A Development
Consent Order 2017 (2017 Sl No. 1202).
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/document/TR010006-000893

And also the recently made M42 Junction 6 Development Consent Order 2020

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-
content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR010027/TR010027-000970-
200520%20M42%20DC0O0%20(S1%20number%20included).pdf

For DCOs overall therefore, and for DCOs made by the Secretary of State for Transport, there is
no single approach — deeming provisions can be included by the Secretary of State in made
Orders, but this is not the case for every Order. For the MetroWest DCO Scheme, the relevant
provisions of the Order are provided in Appendix 1 to this document whilst Figure 1 provides a
flow chart demonstrating how the process should work. Annex 1 provides a draft tracker for the
host planning authorities and the Applicant to use to manage the discharge of requirements
process.

PRECEDENT FOR DEEMED DISCHARGE OF DCO REQUIREMENTS

As is clear from the preceding section of this note, the Applicant has undertaken a review of
recent made DCOs, on the basis that recent examples are most likely to reflect the wording the
Planning Inspectorate will find to be acceptable.

MetroWest comparables — made Orders with similar deeming provisions

3.21 A large number of the recently made Orders reviewed which include deeming
provisions do so with very similar wording to the draft MetroWest Order.

3.2.2 The following made Orders, as with the proposed MetroWest Order, include:



3.2.3

3.24

3.2.5

3.2.6

3.2.7

3.2.8

3.29

(a) a defined period for the LPA to decide an application to discharge a requirement
(this period being 8 weeks, save for where a different period is stated); and

(b) unconditional deemed approval at the expiry of that period provided the subject of
the application does not give rise to materially new or materially worse
environmental effects (in which case it is deemed to be refused).

None of the made Orders which provide for the deemed discharge of requirements
include any additional notice to the LPA at the 6 week (or other) stage, as has been
included in the draft MetroWest Order following comments from the LPAs.

Drax Re-Power DCO

This Order was granted on 4 October 2019 and the relevant provisions concerning
discharge of requirements are presented at Appendix 2.

The decision period is 9 weeks rather than 8. The deemed discharge provisions do not
apply where the environmental effects relating to the subject of the application are
materially new or materially different to those set out in the environmental statement.

Abergelli Power DCO

This Order was granted on 19 September 2019 and the relevant provisions concerning
discharge of requirements are presented at Appendix 3.

This made Order includes an 8 week determination period. As with the Drax Order, the
deemed discharge provisions do not apply where the environmental effects relating to
the subject of the application are materially new or materially different to those set out
in the environmental statement.

Tees Combined Cycle Power Plant DCO

This Order was granted on 5 April 2019. The relevant provisions are set out in
Appendix 4.

The determination period in this made Order is stated as '30 business days' —i.e. 6
weeks — contrasting the 8 weeks proposed in the MetroWest draft Order. Otherwise
the deeming provisions in this Order are closely aligned with the drafting in the Drax
and Abergelli orders.

Millbrook Power DCO

This Order was granted on 13 March 2019. The relevant provisions are set out in
Appendix 5.

The deeming provisions are very similar to those in the MetroWest draft Order. There
is an 8 week determination period, and as with the above orders the deeming
provisions do not apply where there new or materially worse environmental effects will
arise from the subject matter of the application.

Lake Lothing (Lowestoft) Third Crossing DCO

This Order was granted on 30 April 2020. The relevant provisions are set out in
Appendix 6.

The deeming provisions include an 8 week determination period (or such longer period
as may be agreed). It should also be noted that in this case there is no additional
provision relating to environmental effects associated with the subject matter of the
application.

Riverside Energy Park



3.3

3.4

3.5

4.1

This Order was granted on 9 April 2020. The relevant provisions are set out in
Appendix 7.

The deeming provisions in this Order prescribe a 9 week determination period following
an application to discharge a requirement (or longer if agreed or if further information is
requested). The application is deemed to be approved after this period, unless it gives
rise to materially new or materially worse environmental effects.

It is worth noting that a number of recently made Highways England orders include standardised
drafting to allow for deemed discharge of requirements where applications are undecided by the
Secretary of State (to whom applications are made in respect of the Strategic Road Network, as
opposed to the local authority). The provisions are comparable to those included in the
MetroWest draft Order, save for the different decision making authority.

Highways England's precedent procedure for deeming incorporates the following:

3.4.1 Where an application is made to discharge a requirement the Secretary of State must
give notice of its decision to the Applicant within 8 weeks of the application (or longer if
agreed between the parties or if further information was requested);

342 If the Secretary of State does not determine the application in the 8 week period, it is
deemed to have granted the application, subject to where the application is
accompanied by a report showing, in the view of a relevant body to be consulted, its
subject matter would give rise to materially new or materially worse environmental
effects. In such circumstances the application for discharge shall be deemed to be
refused at the end of the 8 week period.

The recently made Highways England Orders in which these provision have been included are:
3.51 A30 Chiverton to Carland Cross DCO

This Order was made on 6% February 2020. The relevant provisions are set out in
Appendix 8.

3.5.2 A63 (Castle Street Improvement) DCO

This Order was made on 28 May 2020. The relevant provisions are not reproduced
here as they are substantially the same as those presented at Appendix 8.

3.5.3 A585 Windy Harbour to Skippool DCO

This Order was made on 9 April 2020. The relevant provisions are not reproduced here
as they are substantially the same as those presented at Appendix 8.

3.54 M42 Junction 6 DCO

This Order was made on 21 May 2020. The relevant provisions are not reproduced
here as they are substantially the same as those presented at Appendix 8.

3.5.5 A19 Downhill Lane Junction DCO

This Order was made on 16 July 2020. The relevant provisions are not reproduced
here as they are substantially the same as those presented at Appendix 8.

PINS ADVICE NOTE 15

Advice Note 15 contains a precedent for the drafting of processes for dealing with the discharge
of requirements. Appendix 1 to the Advice Note provides standard drafting and cross refers to
good practice point 3 of the Advice Note. It also indicates that decisions on provisions by
discharging authority should be given within a decision period of 42 days. No process for
deeming is provided in that draft. The Advice Note is at:
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2014/10/advice note 15 version 1.pdf




4.2

5.1

5.2

5.3

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

7.1

7.2

7.3

Good practice point 3 states that the drafting is standard wording and:

"where an applicant seeks for any amendment(s) to be made to the drafting of the standard
working, it should be justified in full in the Explanatory Memorandum".

THE DRAFT DCO
Requirement 38 of Schedule 2 of the draft DCO (document 3.1 — see

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/portishead-branch-line-
metrowest-phase-1/?ipcsection=docs&stage=app&filter1=Draft+Development+Consent+Order)

deals with applications made under requirements for the Portishead application. Requirement 38
is reproduced in this note at Appendix 1.

The Explanatory Memorandum (document 3.2) cross-refers to Advice Note 15 and explains
further that extended time periods for consideration of the submitted details under requirements
had previously been agreed.

The draft DCO at requirement 38 provides a mechanism for deeming, but only if, six weeks after
the application for discharge of a requirement has been provided to the relevant planning
authority, the applicant notifies the relevant planning authority of its intention to treat the
requirement as being discharged through the deeming provision if no determination is made
within the subsequent two weeks following the notice of intended deeming. This approach was
discussed with the two relevant planning authorities prior to submission.

WHY HAS DEEMING BEEN INCLUDED?

Schedule 2 of the draft DCO includes (at requirement 3) some 10 Stages (together with 5 sub
stages) for the proposed authorised project, identified by reference to individual works. A staging
plan is provided with this document — see appendix 10

Six stages (and the majority of the works) are within the administrative boundary of North
Somerset Council. Four stages (albeit a relatively limited amount of the actual works) are within
Bristol City Council's administrative area.

Requirement 3 also allows for the number and nature of stages to be altered by agreement with
the relevant planning authority.

Thereafter there are some 30 individual operative requirements. Whilst not every requirement will
apply to every stage, or requires further determination, it is clear that in terms of individual
approvals for requirements there is the potential for approximately 450 individual discharges of
(and in addition approvals and consultation in relation to the submitted documents under
requirement 4 such as the CEMP, CTMP etc).

It has never been the Applicant's intention that deeming should be a default process. It is
however believed by the Applicant that there are several reasons for deeming provision being
justified and necessary. These are set out in paragraphs 7 and 8 below.

HOW WILL THE PROCESS WORK?

It is important to note that deeming is just one part of the overall process. Figure 1 below
provides the proposed process.

It is hoped that, through the planning performance agreements and process for liaison and
tracking performance regarding applications for, timing of and discharge of requirements,
deeming will be very much the exception, if indeed it is used at all.

The Applicant intends to work closely with the relevant planning authorities to ensure that full
notice is given of the intended applications, full information provided to the relevant planning
authorities and all necessary assistance for speedy and efficient discharge of requirements
continues throughout.



7.4

7.5

7.6

7.7

8.1

8.2

8.3

Further, it is unlikely in practice that deeming will be used in any event because of the six week
notice provision that is included in the drafting (something bespoke to the MetroWest draft Order
and inserted at the suggestion of the planning authorities). This additional mechanism should
allow the relevant planning authority to retain full control over the process.

Deeming is therefore only likely to happen where an application for the discharge of a requirement
is considered so low key for the relevant planning authority that resource need not be expended
on the formal discharge of the requirement.

It is hoped that, with:

7.6.1 a clear programme for application for requirements communicated well in advance to
the relevant planning authorities;

7.6.2 a standard form for an application for discharge of requirements being agreed by the
parties;
7.6.3 regular updates on progress on requirements during the discharge and preconstruction

phase for the development; and

7.6.4 the six week notice of intended deeming provision included within the process for
deeming

that deeming will not be used save where only a minor decision is required.

It is to be noted that should any application for discharge requirements give rise to significant
environmental effects then the deeming operates to refuse the discharge of the relevant
requirement.

WHY IS DEEMING CONSIDERED APPROPRIATE?

The Applicant believes that deeming should be included in the draft DCO for the following
reasons:

8.1.1 there are a large number of individual discharges of requirements in the Order —
potentially around 450 individual discharges;

8.1.2 the constraints for construction timetable are considerable. Many activities will hinge on
having pre-booked possessions or blockades on Network Rail's railway. Such
possessions take a long time to book and have significant financial consequences for
Network Rail, which will be passed on to the project, through binding commercial and
contractual arrangements. It means delays to getting contractors on site to undertake
works in preparation for key pre-booked line possessions / blockade, resulting in just
one of the possessions / blockades being missed , could cause a chain of knock on
impacts to the construction programme resulting in very serious cost escalation
consequences for the Applicant (and co-promoters) and could significantly delay
implementation of the project; and

8.1.3 Whilst it is the Applicant's responsibility to make allowance for flexibility where possible
in its programme for construction and implementation, the potential consequences of
inaction regarding a minor discharge of requirement could result in very considerable
financial impacts for the Applicant (and co-promoters) . The deeming approach
therefore proportionately allocates risk to avoid a delay in a very minor approval not
being issued and need to reduce the risk of delay to the project.

If deeming is not included then the Applicant's only course would be a process to appeal against
either refusal or non-determination depending on the circumstances, or to resubmit its application
for discharge. Each of these processes would be time-consuming and could similarly impact on
the construction programme.

Deeming is not a process unknown to Town and Country Planning Act 1990 applications. The
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015
introduced in provisions, with an eight week period to determine an application, with an applicant



9.1

9.2

9.3

9.4

able to serve its own notice of deemed discharge after six weeks, stating when it considers
deeming discharge to have effect. Whilst not identical, this process is similar to the process
included in the draft DCO.

CONCLUSIONS

The Applicant believes that the inclusion of deeming provisions in Schedule 2 to the draft DCO
provides an appropriate compromise between control and scrutiny by the relevant planning
authorities and the need to have a clear construction programme with the reduced risk of delay for
relatively minor discharges of requirements.

In the Applicant's view there is a strong precedent for the use of deemed discharge provisions.
Notwithstanding this, there are sufficient factors specific to the MetroWest scheme to justify the
inclusion of such deeming provisions as a 'safety net'. It is imperative that the discharge of
requirements is undertaken in accordance with the prescribed timescales in order to avoid
unnecessary disruption to the existing rail network and potential additional expense to the public
purse from third party claims.

The deeming process is a small part of the overall package of liaison, monitoring and control that
should be in place between the Applicant and the relevant planning authorities. The Applicant
anticipates that deeming will rarely, if ever be used in practice, but it remains a vital tool to ensure
that this key nationally significant infrastructure project with many planning advantages for the
relevant planning authorities and the wider economic area is taken forward if consented with a
minimum of delay.

Conversely the absence of deeming provisions leads to a significant risk that possessions and
blockades would be missed with potentially very significant impacts on the implementation
programme for this project.

Womble Bond Dickinson

July 2020






APPENDIX 1

MetroWest Phase 1 DCO: Requirement 38 on discharge of Requirements

Procedure for discharge of requirements

Applications made under requirements

38.—(1) Where an application has been made to the relevant planning authority for any consent,
agreement or approval required or contemplated by a requirement (including agreement or approval in
respect of part of a requirement) included in this Order, the relevant planning authority must give notice to
the undertaker of the decision on the application within a period of 8 weeks beginning with—

(a) the day immediately following that on which the application is received by the relevant planning
authority;

(b) the day immediately following that on which further information has been supplied by the
undertaker under paragraph 39 (further information);

or such longer period as may be agreed between the undertaker and the relevant planning authority.

(2) Subject to sub-paragraphs (3) and (4), in the event that the relevant planning authority does not
determine an application within the period set out in sub-paragraph (1), the relevant planning authority is
taken to have granted all parts of the application (without any condition or qualification) at the end of that
period.

(3) Where—

(a) an application has been made to the relevant planning authority for any consent, agreement or
approval required by a requirement included in this Order;

(b) the relevant planning authority does not determine such application within the period set out in sub-
paragraph (1); and

(c) the application is accompanied by a report that considers it likely that the subject matter of the
application is to give rise to any materially new or materially worse environmental effects in
comparison with the authorised development as approved,

then the application is taken to have been refused by the relevant planning authority at the end of that
period.

(4) Sub-paragraph (2) will only apply to an application made under requirements if—

(a) at least 6 weeks have elapsed since the application was received by the relevant planning
authority,

(b) the undertaker has served on the relevant planning authority written notice that sub-paragraph (2)
will apply from a date specified in the notice (such date not being less than 8 weeks from the date
the application was received by the relevant planning authority), and

(c) by the date specified in the notice (or such later date as the relevant planning authority may agree
with the undertaker) the relevant planning authority has not determined the relevant application.

Further information

39.—(1) In relation to any part of an application made under this Schedule, the relevant planning authority
has the right to request such further information from the undertaker as is necessary to enable the relevant
planning authority to consider the application.

(2) In the event that the relevant planning authority considers such further information to be necessary,
the relevant planning authority must, within 20 business days of receipt of the application, notify the
undertaker in writing specifying the further information required and (if applicable) to which part of the
application it relates. In the event that the relevant planning authority does not give such notification within
this 20 day period the relevant planning authority is deemed to have sufficient information to consider the
application and is not subsequently entitled to request further information without the prior agreement of
the undertaker.

(3) Where further information is requested under this paragraph in relation to part only of an application,
that part is treated as separate from the remainder of the application for the purposes of calculating the
time periods referred to in paragraph 38 (applications made under requirements) and in this paragraph.



APPENDIX 2

Drax Re-Power: Article 42 and Schedule 11 (discharge of requirements)

"Procedure in relation to certain approvals etc.

42.—(1) Where an application is made to or request is made of any authority or body named in any of the
provisions of this Order for any consent, agreement or approval required or contemplated by any of the
provisions of the Order, such consent, agreement or approval to be validly given, must be given in writing
and must not be unreasonably withheld or delayed. (2) Schedule 11 (procedure for discharge) has effect
in relation to all consents, agreements or approvals granted, refused or withheld in relation to any
provision of this Order...

SCHEDULE 11 Article 42
PROCEDURE FOR DISCHARGE
Interpretation

1. In this Schedule—
“business day” means a day other than a Saturday or Sunday which is not Christmas Day, Good Friday or

a bank holiday under section 1 of the Banking and Financial Dealings Act 1971(a);

“relevant authority” means any authority or body named in any of the provisions of this Order and
whose consent, agreement or approval is sought; and

“requirement consultee” means any body or authority named in a Requirement as a body to be
consulted by the relevant planning authority in discharging that Requirement.

Applications made under Requirements

2.—(1) Where an application has been made to the relevant authority for any consent, agreement or
approval required or contemplated by any of the provisions of this Order (including consent, agreement
or approval in respect of part of a Requirement) the relevant authority must give notice to the
undertaker of their decision on the application within—

(a) a period of nine weeks beginning with the day immediately following that on which the application is
received by the authority;

(b) where further information is requested under paragraph 3 of this Schedule (further information and
consultation), a period of nine weeks beginning with the day immediately following that on which
further information has been supplied by the undertaker; or

(c) such period that is longer than the nine week period in sub-paragraph (a) or (b) as may be agreed in
writing by the undertaker and the relevant authority before the end of such nine week period.

(2) Subject to sub-paragraph (3), in the event that the relevant authority does not determine an
application within the period set out in sub-paragraph (1), the relevant authority is to be taken to have
granted all parts of the application (without any condition or qualification) at the end of that period.

(3) Where an application has been made to the relevant authority for any consent, agreement or
approval required by a Requirement included in this Order, and—

(a) the relevant authority does not determine the application within the period set out in sub-paragraph
(1) and such application is accompanied by a report which states that the subject matter of such



application is likely to give rise to any materially new or materially different environmental effects
compared to those in the environmental statement; or

(b) the relevant authority determines during the period set out in sub-paragraph (1) that it considers
that the subject matter of such application will give rise to any materially new or materially different
environmental effects compared to those in the environmental statement

then the application is to be taken to have been refused by the relevant authority at the end of that
period..."



APPENDIX 3

Abergelli Power: Article 41 and Schedule 12 (discharge of requirements)

"Procedure in relation to certain approvals

41.—(1) Where an application is made to or a request is made of the relevant planning authority,
highway authority, traffic authority, street authority, or the owner of a watercourse, sewer or drain
for any consent, agreement or approval required or contemplated by any of the provisions of the
Order (not including the requirements), such consent, agreement or approval to be validly given,
must be given in writing and must not be unreasonably withheld or delayed.

(2) Any consent, agreement or approval given under paragraph (1) above may be given subject
to conditions.

(3) Schedule 12 (procedure for discharge of requirements) has effect in relation to all consents,
agreements or approvals granted, refused or withheld in relation to the requirements in Schedule 2
(requirements).

(4) Save for applications made pursuant to Schedule 12, if, within eight weeks after the
application or request has been submitted to an authority or an owner as referred to in paragraph
(1) of this article (or such longer period as may be agreed with the undertaker in writing) it has not
notified the undertaker of its disapproval and the grounds of disapproval, it is deemed to have
approved the application or request.

(5) The procedure set out in paragraph 3 of Schedule 12 has effect in relation to any refusal by

an authority or an owner as referred to in paragraph (1) of this article to any consent, agreement or
approval required under this Order, as if such a refusal were in respect of an application to
discharge a requirement.

(6) Where any application is made as described in paragraph (1), the undertaker must include a
statement in such application that refers to the relevant article of this Order under which consent is
sought, the timeframe for consideration of the application and the consequences of failure to meet
that timeframe as prescribed by paragraph (4)...

SCHEDULE 12 Article 41
PROCEDURE FOR DISCHARGE OF REQUIREMENTS

Applications made under requirements

1.—(1) Where an application has been made to the relevant planning authority for any consent,
agreement or approval required by a requirement (including agreement or approval in respect of
part of a requirement) included in this Order the relevant planning authority must give notice to
the undertaker of their decision on the application within a period of eight weeks beginning with—

(a) the day immediately following that on which the application is received by the authority;

(b) the day immediately following that on which further information has been supplied by the



undertaker under paragraph 2; or

such longer period as may be agreed in writing by the undertaker and the relevant planning
authority.

(2) Subject to sub-paragraph (3), in the event that the relevant planning authority does not
determine an application within the period set out in sub-paragraph (1), the relevant planning
authority is to be taken to have granted all parts of the application (without any condition or
qualification) at the end of that period.

(3) Any application made to the relevant planning authority pursuant to sub-paragraph (1) must
include a statement to confirm whether it is likely that the subject matter of the application will
give rise to any materially new or materially different environmental effects compared to those in
the environment statement and if it will then it must be accompanied by information setting out
what those effects are.

(4) Where an application has been made to the relevant planning authority for any consent,
agreement or approval required by a requirement included in this Order and the relevant planning
authority does not determine the application within the period set out in sub-paragraph (1), then if
either—

(a) the application is accompanied by a report pursuant to sub-paragraph (3) which states that
the subject matter of such application is likely to give rise to any materially new or

materially different environmental effects compared to those in the environmental
statement; or

(b) the relevant planning authority determines during the period set out in sub-paragraph (1)
that it considers that the subject matter of such application will give rise to any materially
new or materially different environmental effects compared to those in the environmental
statement,

then the application is to be taken to have been refused by the relevant planning authority at the
end of that period.

(5) Where an application is made to a relevant planning authority for a consent, agreement or
approval required by a requirement they may grant such consent, agreement or approval either
unconditionally or subject to conditions..."



APPENDIX 4

Tees CCCP: Article 14 and Schedule 2 (discharge of requirements)

"Procedure in relation to certain approvals etc.

14.—(1) Where an application is made to, or a request is made of the relevant planning authority or any
other relevant person for any agreement or approval required or contemplated by any of the provisions of
the Order, such agreement or approval must, if given, be given in writing and must not be unreasonably
withheld or delayed. (2) Schedule 2 (procedure for discharge of requirements) has effect in relation to all
agreements or approvals granted, refused or withheld in relation to requirements...

SCHEDULE 2 Article 14
PROCEDURE FOR DISCHARGE OF REQUIREMENTS

Interpretation of Schedule 2
1. In this Schedule—

“appeal documents” means the application and documents referred to in paragraph 4(2)(a) of this
Schedule

“appeal parties” means the relevant planning authority, the requirement consultee and the undertaker and
“appeal party” shall be construed accordingly;

“appointed person” means a person appointed by the Secretary of State to determine an appeal pursuant
to paragraph 4(2)(c);

“business day” means a day other than a Saturday or Sunday which is not Christmas Day, Good Friday
or a bank holiday under section 1 of the Banking and Financial Dealings Act 1971(a); and

“requirement consultee” means any body named in a requirement in Part 2 of Schedule 1 to this Order as
a body to be consulted by the relevant planning authority in discharging that requirement.

Applications made under requirements

2.—(1) Where an application has been made to the relevant planning authority for any consent,
agreement or approval required by a requirement in Part 2 of Schedule 1 to this Order the relevant
planning authority must give notice to the undertaker of their decision on the application within a period of
30 business days beginning with—

(a) the day immediately following that on which the application is received by the authority; or

(b) the day immediately following that on which further information has been supplied by the undertaker
under paragraph 3;

(2) Subject to sub-paragraph (4), in the event that the relevant planning authority does not determine an
application within the period set out in sub-paragraph (1), the relevant planning authority is to be taken to
have granted all parts of the application (without any condition or qualification) at the end of that period.

(3) Any application made to the relevant planning authority pursuant to sub-paragraph (1) must include a
statement to confirm whether it is likely that the subject matter of the application will give rise to any
materially new or materially different environmental effects compared to those in the environmental
statement and if it will then it must be accompanied by information setting out what those effects are.

(4) Where an application has been made to the relevant planning authority for any consent, agreement or
approval required by a requirement in Part 2 of Schedule 1 to this Order and the relevant planning
authority does not determine the application within the period set out in sub-paragraph (1) and—

(a) the application is accompanied by a statement pursuant to sub-paragraph (3) which states that the
subject matter of such application is likely to give rise to any materially new or materially different
environmental effects compared to those in the environmental statement; or



(b) the relevant planning authority determines during the period set out in sub-paragraph (1) that it
considers that the subject matter of such application will give rise to any materially new or materially
different environmental effects compared to those in the environmental statement

or such longer period as may be agreed in writing by the undertaker and the relevant planning authority

then the application is taken to have been refused by the relevant planning authority at the end of that
period..."



APPENDIX 5

Millbrook Power CCCP: Article 42 and Schedule 11 (discharge of requirements)

"Procedure in relation to certain approvals

40.—(1) Where an application is made to or a request is made of the relevant planning

authorities, highway authority, traffic authority, street authority, or the owner of a watercourse,
sewer or drain or the beneficiary of any of the protective provisions contained in Schedule 10
(protective provisions) for any consent, agreement or approval required or contemplated by any of
the provisions of the Order (not including the requirements but including the protective provisions
contained in Schedule 10), such consent, agreement or approval to be validly given, must be given
in writing and must not be unreasonably withheld or delayed.

(2) Schedule 12 (procedure for discharge of requirements) has effect in relation to all consents,
agreements or approvals granted, refused or withheld in relation to the requirements in Schedule 2
(requirements).

(3) Save for applications made pursuant to Schedule 12 (procedure for discharge of
requirements) and where stated to the contrary if, within eight weeks after the application or
request has been submitted to an authority, beneficiary of protective provisions or an owner as
referred to in paragraph (1) of this article (or such longer period as may be agreed with the
undertaker in writing) it has not notified the undertaker of its disapproval and the grounds of
disapproval, it is deemed to have approved the application or request.

(4) The procedure set out in paragraph 1(3) of Schedule 12 (procedure for discharge of
requirements) has effect in relation to any refusal by an authority, beneficiary of protective
provisions, or an owner as referred to in paragraph (1) of this article to any consent, agreement or
approval required under this Order, including such as may be required pursuant to the protective
provisions contained within Schedule 10 (protective provisions).

(5) Where any application is made as described in paragraph (1), the undertaker must include a

statement in such application that refers to the timeframe for consideration of the application and
the consequences of failure to meet that timeframe as prescribed by paragraph (3)...

SCHEDULE 12 Article 40
PROCEDURE FOR DISCHARGE OF REQUIREMENTS

Applications made under requirements

1.—(1) Where an application has been made to the relevant authority for any consent, agreement
or approval required by a requirement (including agreement or approval in respect of part of a
requirement) included in this Order the relevant authority must give notice to the undertaker of
their decision on the application within a period of eight (8) weeks beginning with—

(a) the day immediately following that on which the application is received by the authority;

(b) the day immediately following that on which further information has been supplied by the



undertaker under paragraph 2; or

(c) such longer period as may be agreed by the undertaker and the relevant authority in
writing.

(2) Subject to sub-paragraph (3), in the event that the relevant authority does not determine an
application within the period set out in sub-paragraph (1), the relevant authority is to be taken to
have granted all parts of the application (without any condition or qualification) at the end of that
period.

(3) Where—

(a) an application has been made to the relevant planning authorities for any consent,
agreement or approval required by a requirement included in this Order; and

(b) the relevant planning authorities do not determine such application within the period set
out in sub-paragraph (1); and

(c) such application is accompanied by a report that considers it likely that the subject matter
of such application will give rise to any materially new or materially different environmental effects in
comparison with the authorised development as approved,

then the application is to be taken to have been refused by the relevant planning authorities at the end
of that period..."



APPENDIX 6

Lake Lothing (Lowestoft) Third Crossing: Schedule 2 Part 2

"Applications made under requirements

17.—(1) Where an application has been made to the discharging authority for any consent, agreement or
approval required by a requirement (including agreement or approval in respect of part of a requirement)
contained in Part 1 of this Schedule, or a document referred to by a requirement, the discharging
authority must give notice to the undertaker of the discharging authority’s decision on the application with
a period of 8 weeks beginning with—

(a) the day immediately following that on which the application is received by the discharging authority;

(b) the day immediately following that on which further information has been supplied by the undertaker
under paragraph 18; or

(c) such longer period as may be agreed between the parties.
(2) Subject to paragraph (3), in the event that the discharging authority does not determine an application
within the period set out in sub-paragraph (1), the discharging authority is taken to have granted all parts

of the application (without any condition or qualification) at the end of that period.

(3) In determining any application made to the discharging authority for any consent, agreement or
approval required by a requirement contained in Part 1 of this Schedule, the discharging authority may—

(a) give or refuse its consent, agreement or approval; or
(b) give its consent, agreement or approval subject to reasonable conditions,

and where consent, agreement or approval is refused or granted subject to conditions the discharging
authority must provide its reasons for that decision with the notice of the decision."



APPENDIX 7

Riverside Energy Park: Schedule 12 (procedure in relation to certain approvals etc.)

"Applications made under requirements

2.—(1) Subject to article 42(2) (procedures in relation to certain approvals etc), where an application has
been made to the relevant authority for any consent, agreement or approval required or contemplated
by any provisions of this Order (including consent, agreement or approval in respect of part of a
requirement) the relevant authority must give notice to the undertaker of its decision on the application
within a period of nine weeks beginning with—

(a) the day immediately following that on which the application is received by the relevant authority;

(b) the day immediately following that on which further information has been supplied by the
undertaker under sub-paragraph (2); or

(c) such longer period as may be agreed in writing by the undertaker and the relevant authority.

(2) Subject to sub-paragraph (4), in the event that the relevant authority does not determine an
application within the period set out in sub-paragraph (1), the relevant authority is to be taken to have
granted all parts of the application (without any condition or qualification) at the end of that period.

(3) Where an application is made to the relevant authority for any consent, agreement or approval
required by a requirement included in this Order, it must be accompanied by a report which states
whether the subject matter of the application will give rise to any materially new or materially different
environmental effects compared to those in the environmental statement.

(4) Where an application has been made to the relevant authority for any consent, agreement or
approval required by a requirement included in this Order, and—

(a) the relevant authority does not determine the application within the period set out in sub-paragraph
(1) and such application is accompanied by a report which states that the subject matter of such
application is likely to give rise to any materially new or materially different environmental effects
compared to those in the environmental statement; or

(b) the relevant authority determines during the period set out in sub-paragraph (1) that it considers
that the subject matter of such application will give rise to any materially new or materially different

environmental effects compared to those in the environmental statement,

the application is to be taken to have been refused by the relevant authority at the end of that period."



APPENDIX 8

A30 Chiverton to Carland Cross Order: Schedule 2 Requirement 16

"PART 2
PROCEDURE FOR DISCHARGE OF REQUIREMENTS

Applications made under requirements

16.—(1) Where an application has been made to the Secretary of State for any consent, agreement or
approval required by a requirement (including agreement or approval in respect of part of a requirement)
included in this Order, the Secretary of State must give notice to the undertaker of the decision on the
application within a period of 8 weeks beginning with—

(a) the day immediately following that on which the application is received by the Secretary of State;

(b) the day immediately following that on which further information has been supplied by the undertaker
under paragraph 17; or

(c) such longer period as may be agreed between the parties.

(2) Subject to sub-paragraph (3), in the event that the Secretary of State does not determine an
application within the period set out in sub-paragraph (1), the Secretary of State is taken to have granted
all parts of the application (without any condition or qualification) at the end of that period.

(3) Where—

(a) an application has been made to the Secretary of State for any consent, agreement or approval
required by a requirement included in this Order;

(b) the Secretary of State does not determine such application within the period set out in sub-paragraph
(1); and

(c) the application is accompanied by a report referred to in paragraph 4 stating that, in the view of a body
required to be consulted by the undertaker under the requirement in question, the subject matter of the
application is likely to give rise to any materially new or materially different environmental effects from
those reported in the environmental statement,

then the application is taken to have been refused by the Secretary of State at the end of that period.



Appendix 9 — Stages for the MetroWest DCO

(1) The following stages are in of North Somerset—

(a) Stage 1 comprises Works Nos. 1, 1A, 5, 7, 7E, 9, 11, 11A, 12, 13, 14, 14A, 14B, 16C, 16D being the new
railway between Portishead and Station Road, Portbury; the new railway between old Portbury Station
and Portbury Junction, the new Portishead Station; Trinity Primary School bridge; works at The Drove at
Portbury; a road rail access point, at Easton in Gordano; works to bridleway at Royal Portbury Dock Road
and Marsh Lane, Easton in Gordano, and flood attenuation works west of the M5 at Easton in Gordano;

(b) Stage 1A comprises Works Nos. 7D, 8, 10, 10A, 12A, 13A, 15, 16A, 17 and 17A being haul roads south
of Work No. 1, cycle path diversions and compounds at Sheepway together with any use of
neighbouring Order land as a temporary compound, a temporary construction compound north of the
A369 at Portbury; construction haul roads; a permanent access from A369 at Portbury, temporary
vehicle turning circle east of the Drove and north of the A369 Portbury Hundred, a temporary
construction compound under the M5 Special Road Avonmouth Bridge; a temporary construction
compound and haul road at Lodway;

(c) Stage 1B comprises Works Nos. 20, 20B, 23 and 24A and being demolition of garages at Avon Road,
Pill, temporary diversion of bridleway to the west of Avon Road, Pill, temporary compound beneath Pill
Viaduct, and a temporary construction compound at Chapel Pill Lane, Ham Green together with any use
of neighbouring Order land as a temporary compound;

(d) Stage 1C comprises Works Nos. 10B and 11B, being temporary haul roads to the north and south of
Shipway Gate Farm, Sheepway; (e) Stage 1D comprises Work No. 11, being improvements to the existing
agricultural access from Shipway Gate Farm, Sheepway;

(f) Stage 2 comprises Works Nos. 2, 2A, 3, 4, 6, and 7A-C being the diversion of Quays Avenue,
Portishead, highway works at Harbour Road and Quays Avenue, Portishead; new highway drain;
footpaths parallel to the disused Portishead Branch Line railway; public realm works and car parks at
Portishead;

(g) Stage 3 comprises Works Nos. 10C, 12B and 16B, being new a pond within the Portbury Wharf
Ecological Park, Portbury, a pond and ecological works south of Sheepway, Portbury, and a pond and
ecological works to the west of the M5, Easton in Gordano;

(h) Stage 4 comprises Works Nos. 1B, 1C, 19, 20A, 21, 21A and 22 being works to the existing railway
and to construct a railway between Portbury Junction and Pill Junction, installation of signalling
equipment on the Bristol Port Company’s railway, works to replace an underbridge to the north of Avon
Road, Pill; Pill Station; car park at Pill Station and permanent maintenance compound and road rail
access point;

(i) Stage 4A comprises Work No. 18 being a bridleway from under the M5 Avonmouth Bridge to meet
National Cycle Network route no. 41 on the east side of the M5 Special Road, Pill;

(j) Stage 4B comprises Work No. 24 being a permanent maintenance access at Ham Green;

(k) Stage 5 comprises Works Nos. 22A and 22B being modifications to an existing bus stop and
temporary compound at Pill Memorial Club, Lodway;

(1) Stage 6 comprises Work No. 25 being the reconstruction of Quarry Bridge No. 2 and the associated
temporary compound in the Avon Gorge, together with the minor works to the railway between Pill
Tunnel and Clifton Overbridge.



The following stages apply in Bristol:

a) Stage 7 comprises Works Nos. 26, 26A and 26B, being a permanent road rail access point and
compound, temporary construction compound at Clanage Road and new permanent access to the
highway of Clanage Road, at Bower Ashton in Bristol;

(b) Stage 8 comprises Work No. 27, being a new public cycle track ramp from the A370 Ashton Road to
Ashton Vale Road;

(c) Stage 9 comprises Work No. 28, being works to the public highway at the junction of Winterstoke
Road and Ashton Vale Road, Bristol; and

(d) Stage 10 comprises Work No. 29 being a temporary construction compound at the rail freight facility
at South Liberty Lane, Bristol



Appendix 10 - Plan illustrating Stages for the MetroWest DCO






Annex 1- Proposed DCO Requirements Tracker
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